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All Aboard Florida Questions/comments  November 5, 2014
How exactly will Vero Beach benefit from an extra 32 trains per day running through the town?

Will citizens have access to transportation on the train to the north or south? When?

Jobs: What kind? Long term or temporary employment opportunities? Skilled or labor?
Who in the Vero Beach area benefits from AAF?

Which political party or people have received donated funds from AAF? How much money?

Estimate the disruption/hardship in traffic congestion for commuters going from the west side of town
to the east side. How slowly in mph will trains go through the populated areas of Vero Beach? What is
the approximate time scheduled for each town crossing? What about ambulance traffic to the hospital?
Vero Beach has a substantial elderly population, many who may be in need of hospital services and may
need to cross the railroad tracks. In some health situations, minutes are are matter of life or death.

Why can’t AAF use/extend the less citizen disruptive CSX tracks to the west of Vero- near the Florida
Turnpike thereby reducing the hardship for citizens?

Should AAF’s predicted passenger ridership fail to materialize, will AFF assume full financial
responsibility for all losses rather than Florida taxpayers? If not, why not?

Arnold Rl sy it
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Visualize This: A True High-Speed Train System built along either the 1-95 or Florida Turnpike Transportation
Corridors West of our Coastal Cities and Towns. The Florida East Coast Railway Tracks have been replaced with a
Landscaped Linear State Park Greenway with Bicycle and Walking Paths that are highly utilized by our citizens and
enhances the quality of life rather than destroying it.

You may recall that a True Florida High-Speed Rail Project with speeds of up to 186 mph was proposed with initial
service between Tampa and Orlando and with plans to extend the service south to Miami along the existing 1-95 and
Florida Turnpike Corridors that already have traffic overpasses and noise abatement walls along the populated areas
and which would allow the trains to attain much higher speeds. There would be no issues with the trains bisecting
the towns and stopping Automobile, Public Safety Vehicles, Marine Traffic and Pedestrians along the way 32 times
(or more) each day.

Governor Rick Scott, during his second month on the job in 2011 rejected a whopping $2.4 Billion Dollars in Federal
Money to help build this Proposed High Speed Rail Line from Tampa to Orlando and Orlando to Miami. Why?

Now Privately Owned Florida East Coast Railway is trying to force a Second Class Not-So-High-Speed System on us
using a century old rail right of way that has long outlived its usefulness. This Route through the Treasure and Space
Coasts bisecting our cities and towns will significantly damage the Quality of Life, Health and Safety of our Citizens
and the Economies of the Region.

One of the major incentives for FECR to upgrade the tracks is to allow more Freight Trains through our region asa
result of the Port of Miami Improvements which will allow Huge International Container ships to unload there and
the containers to be transported via rail with more potential for derailment disasters along the way.

Scott has now pledged $215 Million in Florida State funds to build a massive Orlando Transit Hub with an additional
$467 Million from the Greater Orlando Aviation Authority totaling $682 Million to serve the Privately Owned All
Aboard Florida. This helps only Miami, Ft. Lauderdale, Palm Beach and Orlando and does nothing for the Treasure
and Space Coasts as both passenger and freight trains loudly rumble through our cities and towns and across our
waterways at least 32 times per day.

I suggest the following: Offer Florida East Coast Railway / All Aboard Florida an easement along the Florida Turnpike
or 1-95 to build new tracks in exchange for vacating and abandoning the existing tracks through the centers of our
coastal cities and towns and deed the land and right of way to the State to be used as Linear Park. The State, in
cooperation with the Cities and Towns along the route can then remove the tracks and install bicycle and walking
paths with Florida Landscaping along the Greenbelt.

Two Much Better Route Options:

e The Turnpike Route is more direct and would significantly cut the travel time - Downtown Miami to Orlando

International Airport is approximately 230 Miles.

e The I-95 to SR-528 Route is approximately 273 miles but runs closer to 4 International Airports along the
way: Miami, Ft Lauderdale-Hollywood, Paim Beach and Melbourne. Shuttles from the airports delivering
people to a True High Speed Train Terminal would greatly increase the number of passengers utilizing the

trains and boost the Florida economy.
Looks like a Win-Win solution to me

Ken Bradley






To: The Federal Rail Administration

From: J. Austin, Vero Beach, Florida 32967
Re: The Vero Beach, Florida EIS meeting
Date: 11.5.14

*potential for the delay of vital transportation services - fire, ambulance, first responders etc.

*This train will divide our county...forever.

*The Vero Beach Fire Dept. tells us that they are ill-equipped for hazmat training. Each hazmat truck will
cost between $600,000 — 800,000 not including equipment. 7 more fire rescue hazmat trained
specialists must be hired for round the clock duty. A new fire house must be built.

*No ridership — potential for hazardous freight v. passenger rail.

*|f fruit and vegetables are transported the use of methyl bromide has been suggested as a means for
speedy rail delivery from S. American countries. This is a banned chemical.

*Noise and vibration will be increased.

*If a train derails — downtown Stuart will be the most severely impacted. This could wipe out an entire
downtown area.

*Some roads may need to be closed throughout the region. We do not want the re-engineering of our
towns. Our elected officials are the only planners for our county - not a rail company.

*Various forms of wildlife will be at risk.

*AAF will pave the way for Transit Oriented Development — with other business areas being at risk for
loss of business. This is not Europe.

*Trains will hasten the Vehicle Miles Traveled tax as we will be “encouraged to ride a train”. Our state is
not yet massively congested and only 6% of U.S. land is developed. The U.N. would like all Americans on

a train or bus. This is not Europe.

*We will be paying for the crossing upkeep of a private company — forever. They should pay us for
destroying our towns.

*AAF is taking advantage of the global push for all people to shift to public transportation. This is
corporatism in the purest sense.

*To date, public comments have been suppressed on the FRA website. The FRA is not on the side of “We
the People”...they are on the side of the corporations,

Let the G.A.O. have a say in a matter that will change our lives — not for the better. With property rights
come responsibilities. The EIS does not address the issue of safety. The only winner will be AAF.

J. Austin










November 5, 2014

Federal Railroad Administration
Via Public Meeting, Vero Beach, FL 2015-11-05

RE: All Aboard Florida

To Whom It May Concern:

We would like to go on record as being strongly opposed to the All Aboard Florida
railway project in its entirety. We are also strongly opposed to any expansion of
services or facilities along the Florida East Coast railway line.

While there are numerous reasons for our opposition, we have chosen to limit this
letter of concern to our top safety concerns.

1. Existing rail traffic through the Treasure Coast presents a hazard for
emergency services vehicles - expansion of services will create threat
of life and property by hindering emergency response times. The
majority of health care services and our only hospital here in Sebastian, FL,
are located to the east of the existing and proposed rail corridor. Every time
a train comes through in either direction, all sidings are blocked for a
minimum of 5 minutes and in some cases up to 20 minutes. These closures
prevent emergency services vehicles from reaching residents or emergency
events. Life threatening illness or injuries can’t be “put on hold” while the
crossings are closed. Lives continue to be put in jeopardy because necessary
medical services cannot be accessed in time. Fires burn longer before
responders are able to reach the scene. This is only going to escalate if more
trains are allowed to utilize this corridor.

2. The existing railway bridges and crossings are woefully lacking
structural capacity to handle existing trains. The railway bridge over the
Sebastian River is unstable due to years of wear and lack of routine
maintenance. The level of corrosion has gone unchecked. The fallout from a
failure of that bridge would be catastrophic for this community. This is not a
unique situation. The majority of the existing infrastructure of FEC routes
are in the same or worse condition. Crossings are unsafe for pedestrian
access and vehicular access. This is a predominantly senior community and
many of our residents walk, ride bicycles, or use their scooters/wheelchairs
to cross the tracks to access the stores on US 1. Replacing bridges and
crossings would cause irreparable damage to our ecosystem. Our river and
lagoon eco systems are already in jeopardy with existing infrastructure.

3. Expansion of the track system to add another set of tracks would have
an adverse environmental impact on our waterfront community. In
many of the communities along the FEC corridor, expansion would mean
elimination of businesses, homes, and green spaces. It would increase the



rail traffic which would bring with it increased noise, vibration, and
pollution. Again, no benefit to our community ~ only detrimental impacts to
property, our ecosystem, and our safety.

There are more viable options for expanding north/ south rail service in
Florida. When 195 was being considered as a eemmgror north/south corridor
the original proposal was to run the same route as AAF is proposing. But
after impact studies were complete and public input considered, the project
was moved west with no opposition. CSX operates a successful st
north/south rail corridor originating in Miami and terminating in Orlando via
West Palm, Lake Okeechobee area, and Winter Haven area. Why not
collaborate with CSX or build west of 195? There’s wide open spaces out
there and the existing transportation infrastructure impact is far less
invasive and detrimental than the proposed AAF route which goes as far east
as Cocoa Beach and requires at least one new set of tracks and multiple new
sidings?

4. We are facing a “taxation without representation” scenario. We are
being told that there is no financial impact to our community yet we will be
forced to shoulder the costs of maintaining the crossings in our community.
We will be forced to shoulder the costs associated with relocating emergency
services to protect our residents and our property. We will be forced to live
with an intrusion that is detrimental to the lifestyle of our community. We
will be forced to accept a project that will further damage our ecosystem.
And for a community that is finally seeing property values begin to recover,
we will be forced to accept property value declines as a result of the
detrimental impacts of increased rail traffic.

5. We are being denied our right to due process. These public meetings are
being staged and orchestrated by All Aboard Florida. There are no
presentations with a question and answer component. The materials being
used for presentation purposes are provided by All Aboard Florida and are,
in most cases, woefully inadequate and false interpretations of the impact we
can expect in our community. Distribution of factual information by parties
in opposition to the project is being banned at these meetings in favor of false
statements and renderings created by All Aboard Florida. These meetings
were intended to be an opportunity for the FRA to share its findings and
answer questions from citizens of each community in a “town hall” forum.
Where did our voice go? Who is running this governmental agency? This is
not a true public hearing. Itis a dog and pony show.

i, hMy”

Nancy Chiappinelli Munoz Gary Stephen Munoz
1014 Phelps Street

Sebastian, FL. 32958

772-913-2570









Comments — All Aboard Florida

As things presently stand, nothing has been published which would provide any reason for
residents of the Treasure Coast (TC) to favor or be supportive of the All Aboard Florida’s
(AAF) train proposal. The impression generated, by the AAP people, appears to be “The public
be dammed, full speed ahead”!

To my knowledge there have not been any considerations given as to how to “sell” the planned
train service to the people on the TC. From what I have heard and concluded, the following are
the pertinent points of discussion which would provide a more favorable response from the TC:

1. Provide one passenger train which would provide service to the TC, one train north and
one train south, each day. The favored passenger stop, to board/ discharge users, would
appear to be Fort Pierce, with a time scheduling which would provide, at a reasonable
cost, connections with Amtrak and the airport. The Treasure Coast has, for many years,

been in favor of passenger service.
2. Publicize the schedule of all train traffic by the day of the week and the time of arrival at

each major city, passenger and freight.

3. Information should be provided indicating the speed of all trains at each city, lengths of
the trains and the actual time required to clear intersections.

4. Of great importance would be information where freight trains would be sidetracked for

the passage of the high speed passenger trains?

These would be the minimum considerations which would possibly interest and sell the train

proposal to the TC!

If these concerns are not given full consideration it is doubtful that most of the TC will support
the proposal. Then, All Aboard Florida will, very likely, become “a dirty word” on the TC!
Would this be “positive Good Will”!?

Submitted by:

Gordon R. Pyper

42 Woodland Dr., #207
Vero Beach, FL 32962



Theodore W. Robinson Il
50 Caserea Court North
indian River Shores, FL 32963
(772) 231-7537
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All Aboard Florida will inconvenience or otherwise harm just about everybody who lives, works, shops or
goes to school along Florida’s eastern corridor between Miami and Cape Canaveral.

August 21, 2014

Re: All Aboard Florida

Dear Mr. Szabo:

Following are my concerns:

e Assertions that the project will increase tourism, create jobs, have positive environmental and
economic impact, and reduce automobile traffic between destinations are speculative,
misleading or false.

e Management is not project tested for high speed rail beyond its slick marketing and backroom
politicking capabilities.

e Any miscalculations or oversight in the company’s business, engineering or operating plans
could prove catastrophic.

e The Florida East Coast rail bed is not suited for high speed trains in many areas where roads
closely parallel and intersect tracks.

e Any train is a threat to public safety despite precautions taken.

e Almost every three hours a person or vehicle is hit by a train (NBC Nightly News 7-29-14).
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e All Aboard Florida trains will become increasingly annoying, distracting and disruptive to
families, businesses and local governments with the passage of time.

e Most commercial and residential real estate within sight and sound of the trains will lose
desirability and value.

e All Aboard Florida is not a public necessity, will have little public value, and probably 98% of
Florida residents, visitors and taxpayers will never board an All Aboard Florida train once the
marketing stops and the novelty wears off.

e The company cannot compete with other modes of transportation in terms of total door-to-
door travel time and cost.

e All Aboard Florida and its parent company, Florida East Coast Industries, can never cover
investment, debt service and operating costs without some form of public subsidy.

e All Aboard Florida is probably structured — legally and financially - for bailout by taxpayers in the
event of catastrophe or project failure.

e The collateral offered, rolling stock, is unacceptable. with a liquidation value of only a small
percentage of the $1.6 billion public financing sought.

e All Aboard Florida will add to traffic congestion around station stops in Miami, Fort Lauderdale,
West Palm Beach and the Orlando airport without noticeable improvement in road travel
conditions between them.

e The company’s grandiose private real estate development and railway infrastructure
improvements will cause traffic snarls and other problems wherever work is being done,
reminiscent of Boston’s Big Dig.

e There are proponents of All Aboard Florida from the public and private sectors who place self-
interest ahead of public safety and financial welfare, and consequently cannot be entrusted with
the management and use of $1.6 billion borrowed taxpayer money.

In view of the foregoing, | trust you and your Federal Railroad Administration associates will deny All
Aboard Florida the RIFF financing it seeks. You cannot in good conscience use taxpayer money to
finance a project that will inevitably inconvenience and harm anyone you are constitutionally obligated
to protect and serve.
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Thank you for your consideration. Please acknowledge receipt of this letter. My telephone number is
(772) 231-7537 if you have any questions or comments.

Sincerely yours,

L - oL \ \: ok AL, YN
Theodore W. Robinson il

cc: Anthony Foxx, Secretary of Transportation, U.S. DOT
Jeff Marootian, White House Liaison, U.S. DOT
The Honorable Patrick E. Murphy, U.S. Congress
The Honorable Bill Posey, U.S. Congress
The Honorable Marco Rubio, U.S. Senate
The Honorable William C. Nelson, U.S. Senate
Michael Busha, Executive Director, Treasure Coast Regional Planning Council
Joe Baird, indian River County Administrator
Jim O’Connor, City Manager of Vero Beach, FL
Joe Griffin, City Manager, Sebastian, FL
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November 5, 2014

Representatives of Vero Beach, Florida

“All Aboard Florida” is truly a misnomer, because the company has no intention of including the
residents of the town of Vero Beach. My husband and | anticipated a passenger train that would
transport us from Vero Beach to the V.A. facility in West Palm Beach. When A A F announced their
plans for high speed rail service, | was interested, but soon dismayed as their projected plans would not
include a stop in Vero . In fact, no stops were planned for any city between Orlando and West Palm
Beach . Not one of the 16 daily trains would be available to the residents, but their cars would pass
through 32 times per day up to a speed of over 100 mph, disrupting traffic and adding to the noise level.

Why would AAF and the Fortress Investment Group ever expect any support from our community or the
other communities along the current railroad tracks passing through the center of our small towns? And
to add insult to injury, this private investment group is asking for public support by asking each town to
pay for upgrades to the tracks in the town and for any additional safety features needed at our
crossings. It seems to me that the Investment group has little to lose, but the communities have much
to lose- profits for investors, none for residents.

And what about citizens who live west of the railroad track? In an emergency situation how long will
ambulances have to wait at crossing while transporting citizens to the Indian River Hospital located to
the east of the railroad tracks? How many lives may be lost in such a delay?

| envision a rail service that might just fail to reach the projected passenger capacity as do most of the
rail systems in the U.S. What then? Will the company throw up their hands and request more
government help? Isn’t this simply a further burden on the taxpayers? Or will they trade the passenger
cars for longer freight cars to transport goods from the port of Miami northward as | suspect might just
be their ultimate goal anyway.

| ask that our town not support this project. Let the Fortress Investment Group and their investors use
the westerly tracks by the Florida Turnpike for their route from Orlando to Miami. Only then will there
be less disruption to our towns. How they fund the additional tracks and safety issues should be theirs
to solve, and covering any losses due to poor ridership should be their responsibility as well. Taxpayers
here don’t want it and shouldn’t have to pay for any of it.

Ann Rabinowitz 2488 63" Square, Vero Beach, FL 32966
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Camments:

THEY KNOW...LIVES WILL BE LOST. IST RESPONDERS WILL BE 1
— HAMPERED....MANY.PRECIOUS MOMENTS WILL BE LOST AT THE
‘ CROSSINGS FOR ACCIDENT VICTIMS..HEART ATTACKS AND MORE.

THE ALL ABOARD FLORIDA SAYS IT ONLY TAKES 49 SECONDS FOR THE
- TRAIN TO MOVE ACROSS A CROSSING, BUT, HOW MANY CROSSINGS
WILL HAVE TO CLOSE AHEAD OF A TRAIN RUNNING OVER 100MPH?

PEOPLE WORRY OUR REAL ESTATE VALUES WILL DROP AND PEOPLE
WILL LEAVE TO FIND BETTER SEASIDE COMMUNITIES. THERE ARE
SERIOUS RAMIFACATIONS ABOUT THIS.

WE ALREADY HAVE AMTRAC PASSENGER SERVICE... WHICH IS |
FEDERALLY FUNDED BETWEEN MAIMI AND ORLANDO. WITH TWO
TRAINS SPLITTING THE RIDERSHIP...NEITHER ONE WILL SUCCEDE .

- THE AAF STATES ¢ THE PASSENGER TRAINS WILL LOWER THE

: CARBON FOOTPRINT” taking cars off the road. WRONG... CARS HAVE
o POLLUTION CONTROLS...DEISEL LOCAMOTIVES SPEW SOOT. WE AS
HOMEOWNERS HAD TO CLOSE IN OUR BACK PORCH BECAUSE OF THE
SOOT ON EVERYTHING. I CAN’'T IMAGINE HOW BAD IT WOULD BE
WITH ALL THE PROPOSED FREIGHT TRAINS.

HAVING OWNED AND OPERATED A FINE ART GALLERY IN PA FOR 27
YEARS..... HAD PLANS TO OPEN A GALLERY IN THE ART DISTRICT
DOWNTOWN. LIKE MANY OTHERS, WE CANNOT DO BUSINESS IN A
PLACE WHERE MANY TRAINS CUT THE CITY IN HALF ALL DAY LONG

THIS PROJECT PROVIDES NO BENEFITS FOR US...ONLY DAMAGES, DUE E
TO LIABILITY RISKS AND FINANCIAL COSTS....AND LOSS OF BUSINESS K
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| am against All Aboard Florida in any form for several reasons:

We will never be able to attract high technology manufacturing firms that require vibration free
manufacturing processes such as semi-conductor fabrication. | know this because | was a design
engineer with a major fab facility.

A quadrupling in the number of times traffic is stopped, will create untenably long lines
extending across US 1 thus creating unsafe traffic conditions.

School buses and emergency vehicles will be more at risk than they are now.

The list of reasons for my other objections need not be repeated here for others have already
documented them.

But the biggest reason for my objection is that All Aboard Florida will destroy our way of life which has
been developed in an orderly and carefully planned fashion over the last 100 years only to be destroyed
in a metaphorically instant. Up to now Vero Beach has been one, homogenous town. All Aboard will
bisect the population. It will isolate those who live on one side of the tracks from those on the other
politically, socially and economically. This isolation will destroy our tourism trade, reduce real estate
values and ruin our reputation as a bucolic and verdant island in the sun and, up to now, a great place to
live.

Ron Renaldo

7 Vista Gardens Trail
Unit 203

Vero Beach, FL, 32962

E-mail: rrenaldo@stny.rr.com
Tel: 772-564-9643
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North Beach Civic Association
12546 N Hwy A1A
Vero Beach, Fl. 32963

EIS Public Comment November 6, 2014
Public Safety and our Efficient Transportation impacts regarding AAF

Dear Sirs;

EIS Mitigation and Impact Sharing Plan: Many are concerned, we will be overwhelmed by the
impacts which need expensive mitigation! This proposed high speed rail not stopping in many
downtown centers, hence, it provides disruption and no public benefit! The rail transportation
impacts to public safety and vehicular traffic are huge! Emergency access to medical facilities
will require a large demographic base to cross the rail tracks impacted by proposed new high
speed and rumored Panama Canal freight services! The rail lines will morph into a new
disruptive boundary and time delay warp! Planned intense rail uses for extensive freight, two
passenger lines, plus corresponding passing and loading tracks will be much like a new
interstate running through towns! Even with signals the volume of trains navigating at grade
crossings will be high! Vehicles must contend with high speed rail that should be elevated or
below grade! There are exponential impacts for the public, especially children, and animals
crossing with trains running at 110 miles per hour! Walkers, wheel chairs, and baby carriages
must move quickly across several tracks. Timing Impacts: Navigational waterway traffic will be
discouraged greatly affecting commercial fishing and recreational boating! This will require new

bridges!

High speed rail should move west as elevated track away from downtowns! It might be possible
to share the Florida Turnpike to Orlando, or possibly 1-95. Another solution is a sharing
agreement with the CSX rail because much of the track is west and not does not impact most
downtown centers!

Extensive Rail Expansion and the Future End Game with No Stops: Typically, high speed rail
trains should be placed away from the downtown city center and elevated or set below grade
to avoid transportation impacts to our economy and quality of life! We will need to mitigate
this by bridge flyovers or tunnels! Since tunnels will be difficult to build due to the water table,
new bridges and bridge flyovers will be needed! Bridge flyovers are expensive at approximately
26 million dollars without real estate costs or business damages and severance included! The
severance and business damage to the built out downtown may be high but this may be the
only way for our transportation system to function at a quality of life and public safety level!
We will need a number of bridge flyovers at crossings for our transportation system to
function!



PG 2 EIS Comments

At this point, we need a definitive statement outlining solutions! All aboard Florida, FEC Rail,
related companies, and FRA, should prepare more extensive impact statements and share the
impacts if this bold initiative to build a high speed rail through our downtowns moves forward!
Our downtowns were not designed for proposed present and future proposed high speed and
other rail expansions! Downtown high speed rail, followed by projected FEC Passenger Rail,

Panama Canal based freight expansions, passing and parking loading tracts, Etc. Furthermore,
we need to cost out these transportation impacts! The EIS should outline the cost of bridge
crossings at adequate spacing with impacts! The cost should reflect X amount of dollars to
mitigate this new influence to transportation, and public health access as well as outlining the
immediate method of covering necessary mitigation funding!

Additionally, all related and companies should guarantee notes or bonds (not limited to rolling
stock as collateral)! We formally request additional meetings over this matter and the right to
respond!

Respectfully,
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The DEIS is available at area libraries and on the FRA’s website (www.fra.dot.gov/Page/P0672).

There are 4 ways that you can comment:

1) Written comments may be submitted tonight, in the boxes provided
2) Comments may be made orally at this meeting (to the court recorder)
3) Written comments may be mailed to:

Mr. John Winkle

Federal-Railroad Administration

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE Room W38-311
Washington, DC 20590

4) Written comments may be emailed to: AAF_comments@vhb.com.

Comments on the DEIS must be submitted to the FRA by December 3, 2014.

Optional Personal Information:

Name

Address

email Please provide your email address if you would like to receive notification when
the FEIS is available
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